




ROLEX AND THE ARTS

The leading name in luxury wristwatches, Rolex has been the pre-eminent symbol of 
performance and prestige since its founding over a century ago. Just as the company 
has resolutely pursued perfection in fine watch-making, it has encouraged individual 
excellence by supporting visionary individuals who make significant contributions to 
society. Its long-standing tradition of pioneering philanthropy and cultural sponsorship 
extends from the arts to science, innovation, education and conservation.

Rolex’s commitment to culture began in the 1970s. Since that time, the company has 
developed close ties with many of the world’s greatest artists, from classical music 
luminaries such as Plácido Domingo, Rolando Villazón, Renée Fleming, Cecilia Bartoli, 
Yo-Yo Ma and Gustavo Dudamel, to more contemporary artists such as Diana Krall, 
Michael Bublé and Anoushka Shankar. Three world-famous dancers/choreographers 
linked to Rolex are William Forsythe, Sylvie Guillem and Yuan-Yuan Tan. These 
relationships have inspired Rolex’s sponsorship of international arts events, including 
Operalia and the Verbier Festival in Switzerland, as well as partnerships with the Vienna 
Philharmonic Orchestra, La Scala in Milan and the Royal Opera House in London, 
among others.

To expand its association with individual excellence in the arts, the company launched 
the Rolex Mentor and Protégé Arts Initiative in 2002. Noting the lack of corporate 
support for individual artists across a range of disciplines, Rolex created the Arts 
Initiative to foster the next generation of artistic excellence. Protégés in visual arts, 
dance, theatre, music, film and literature receive generous grants and support for a year 
of intense collaboration in a one-to-one mentoring relationship with world-class artists in 
their disciplines. 

Following the mentoring period, Rolex continues to support the emerging artists in their 
work. Since the programme’s inception, the company has, for example, helped finance 
film protégé Aditya Assarat’s feature-length film Wonderful Town; brought theatre 
protégée Lara Foot Newton’s play Tshepang to New York; published a catalogue of 
drawings by visual arts protégé Matthias Weischer; showcased a new work by dance 
protégé Anani Dodji Sanouvi at Rosas in Belgium; contributed to the publication of 
literature protégé Antonio García Ángel’s novel in Spain; and underwritten a debut CD 
by music protégé David Aaron Carpenter. 

Since its beginnings, 234 people, including mentors, protégés and distinguished arts 
leaders from more than 40 countries, have participated in the Rolex Arts Initiative, 
creating a global community of artists. 
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOS & INFORMATION

For more photos and information about the Rolex Arts Initiative, please consult the 
following: 

• The Rolex Arts Initiative website: rolexmentorprotege.com. The website   
 provides extensive information about the programme, as well as biographies 
 and interviews with all the mentors and protégés.

• The press room of the Rolex Arts Initiative: 
 rolexmentorprotege.com/en/pressroom/index.jsp. This contains a wide range 
 of high-resolution, jpg photos of current and past mentors and protégés, as well as 
 useful documents in Word format and as pdfs. To download high-resolution  
 photos, members of the media need to register to obtain a password.

• Official films about the Rolex Arts Initiative (2002-2003, 2004-2005 and 
 2006-2007) are available on request. The film about 2008-2009 will be available  
 in January 2010.

• A series of publications documenting the history and mentoring relationships 
 of the Rolex Arts Initiative, from 2002 to 2009, is also available on request.

The Rolex Arts Initiative: PO Box 1311, 1211 Geneva 26, Switzerland. 
Tel: + 41 22 302 22 00; Fax: +41 22 302 25 85; Email: rmp@rolex.com
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